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In the following table you will find the access conditions for IIW/EWF-IAB examinations: 

International Welding Engineer E/IWE) – Mandatory Access Conditions 

Qualification 
Required 

ISCED level 
Accepted ISCED categories 

IWE 6 / 7 

665 – Bachelor’s or equivalent level, orientation unspecified, first-

degree programme, 3 to 4 years. 

766 – master’s or equivalent level, orientation unspecified, long first-

degree programme. 

767 – master’s or equivalent level, orientation unspecified, second- or 

further-degree programme following a bachelor’s or equivalent 

programme. 

General access requirements 

1. Participants shall have a primary bachelor’s degree, recognised by the Appropriate Ministry, e.g. 
Education, Labour, etc., of the national government. The degree shall correspond to UNESCO 
ISCED Level 6: three years of study after upper/higher secondary education. 

2. The bachelor’s degree may be issued by a university, college, vocational school or technical 
institute. 

3. The bachelor’s degree shall be within a Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) discipline and shall cover at least: mathematics, physics, chemistry, electrotechnics and 
materials. 

Alternative accepted routes 

4. STEM bachelor’s degrees that do not cover all the subjects listed above may be accepted if the 
applicant has at least three years of experience in metalworking or in the welding field within the 
last five years before application. 

5. An ISCED Level 6 qualification certified by a national government body, but gained outside formal 
education, may be accepted after attendance at the IWE0 Programme and successful completion 
of the relevant examination. 

Mandatory combinations 

Access conditions are mandatory according to one of the following combinations: 

• 1 + 2 + 3; or 

• 1 + 2 + 4; or 

• 1 + 3 + 5, noting that item 3 applies only to the STEM requirement, not to the bachelor’s degree 
requirement. 
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IWT – Mandatory Access Conditions 

Qualification Required ISCED level Accepted education category 

IWT 4XX 
Upper Secondary Education of any category with direct 

access to level 5 or 6 or 7 

General access requirements 

1. The education shall be gained at a college, school, vocational school or technical institute 
recognised by the Appropriate Ministry, e.g. Education, Labour, etc., of the national government. 

2. The education shall be within a Science, Technology and Mathematics (STM) discipline and shall 
cover at least: mathematics, physics and chemistry. 

Alternative accepted routes 

3. STM education that does not cover physics and chemistry may be accepted if mathematics is 
covered by the Level 3 education programme, and if the applicant has at least two years of 
experience in metalworking or in the welding field within the last five years before application. 

4. Education outside STM may be accepted if the applicant has at least five years of experience in 
metalworking or in the welding field within the last eight years before application. These applicants 
shall be informed that mathematics is an important basic subject for understanding the IWT training 
programme. It is recommended that these applicants attend IWS 0 before attending the IWT 
programme. Applicants shall pass the IWS 0 examination to be accepted onto the IWT training 
programme. 

Mandatory combinations 

Access conditions are mandatory according to one of the following combinations: 

• 1 + 2; or 

• 1 + 3; or 

• 1 + 4. 

IWT 

 

IWT Recommended Access condition – Only for information for Applicants - ISCED Level 

4 444 

Post-secondary non-tertiary education (4), General / academic (4), Recognised 

successful completion of programme is sufficient for completion of ISCED level and 

with direct access to programmes at ISCED level 6 or 7 (4). 

4 454 

Post-secondary non-tertiary education (4), Vocational / professional (5), Recognised 

successful completion of programme is sufficient for completion of ISCED level and 

with direct access to programmes at ISCED levels 6 or 7 (4). 

Remarks 

1. Other than STM Education can be accepted if applicants have at least 5 years of experience in  
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metalworking or in the welding field in the last 8 years before the application. These Applicants shall be 

made aware that mathematics is an import basic subject to understand the IWT training program. It is 

recommended that these Applicants attend the IWS 0 before attending the IWT program. Applicants shall 

pass the IWS 0 exam to be accepted on the IWT training program. 

2. Typical Danish education under ISCED level 4 is vocational training with considerable experience and 

welding skills. 
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IWS – Access Conditions and Progression Routes 

This table clarifies the additional route-specific access conditions for the International Welding Specialist 

(IWS) qualification, including eligibility, experience requirements and possible exemptions. 

Route / option Who may apply Access requirement 

Route 1  

Applicants using the 

standard IWS entry 

routes. 

For access to the course and the final examination an education 

as "Technician" is required. (see access conditions for IWT, 

Denmark) 

  

Evidence of at least 3 years job function in welding at a level 

equivalent to that of a specialist within a period of 6 years before 

application, (CV). 

Route 2 Not available  

Route 3 

Applicants using the 

standard IWS entry 

routes. 

Craftsmen (diploma or skill) in metalworking professions 

(qualified skilled worker holding a journeyman’s certificate), or 

Equivalent e.g. EQF Level 3 or 4 relevant education. 

  

Evidence of at least 3 years of job function in welding at a level 

equivalent to that of a specialist within a period of 6 years before 

application, (CV). 

 

Key clarification 

Typical Danish education can be vocational school + vocational training (blacksmith, industrial technician, 

ship fitter, etc.), vocational training with considerable experience and welding skills. 
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IWI-C – Access Conditions and Progression Routes 

This table specifies the Standard Routes for the International Welding Inspector – Comprehensive level 

(IWI-C), including the required access conditions, previous IIW qualifications, experience and the 

corresponding training modules to be attended. 

Route / option Who may apply 
Access condition / 

experience 

Training / assessment 

route 

Standard Route 

1 

Applicants complying with the 

access conditions for IWT or 

higher. 

The access conditions for 

IWT or higher shall be 

complied with. 

The applicant shall attend 

the Welding Technology 

and Welding Inspection 

modules at IWI-C, IWI-S 

and IWI-B level. 

Standard Route 

2 

Applicants holding an IIW 

qualification as International 

Welding Technologist (IWT) 

or higher. 

An IIW qualification as IWT 

or higher shall be held. 

The applicant may enter 

directly the Welding 

Inspection module at 

IWI-C level. 

Standard Route 

3 – career 

development 

Applicants holding an IWI-S 

Diploma and applying for 

career development to IWI-C. 

The applicant shall hold an 

IWI-S Diploma and shall 

have two years of 

experience in welding 

inspection at IWI-S level. 

This route may be followed 

without complying with the 

access condition of Route 1. 

The applicant shall attend 

the WT-C and WI-C 

modules. 

Key clarification 

The table distinguishes between the access condition, the IIW qualification already held, the required 

welding inspection experience and the modules to be attended for each Standard Route. 
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IWI-S – Access Conditions and Progression Routes 

This table specifies the Standard Routes for the International Welding Inspector – Standard level (IWI-S), 

including the required access conditions, previous IIW qualifications, experience and the corresponding 

training modules to be attended. 

Route / option Who may apply 
Access condition / 

experience 

Training / assessment 

route 

Standard Route 

1 

Applicants complying with the 

access conditions for IWS. 

The access conditions for 

IWS shall be complied with. 

The applicant shall attend 

the Welding Technology 

and Welding Inspection 

modules at IWI-S and 

IWI-B level. 

Standard Route 

2 

Applicants holding an IIW 

qualification as International 

Welding Specialist (IWS). 

An IIW qualification as IWS 

shall be held. 

The applicant may enter 

directly the Welding 

Inspection module at 

IWI-S level. 

Standard Route 

3 – career 

development 

Applicants holding an IWI-B 

Diploma and applying for 

career development to IWI-S. 

The applicant shall hold an 

IWI-B Diploma and shall 

have two years of 

experience in welding 

inspection at IWI-B level. 

This route may be followed 

without complying with the 

access condition of Route 1. 

The applicant shall attend 

the IWS.0 module before 

entering the WT-S and WI-

S modules. 

Key clarification 

The table distinguishes between the access condition, the IIW qualification already held, the required 

welding inspection experience and the modules to be attended for each Standard Route. 
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IWI-B – Access Conditions and Progression Routes 

This table specifies the routes to qualification for the International Welding Inspector – Basic level (IWI-B), 

including eligible applicants, required education and training, examination requirements and possible 

exemptions based on prior IIW qualifications. 

Route / option Who may apply 
Access condition / 

experience 

Training / assessment 

route 

Standard Route 

1 

Applicants with an 

educational background in 

science or engineering, 

professional workers, and 

applicants with at least two 

years of professional welding-

related experience. 

The applicant shall normally 

attend the education and 

training and pass the 

relevant examinations. 

The applicant shall attend 

the Welding Technology 

and Welding Inspection 

modules at IWI-B. 

Standard Route 

2 

Applicants already holding an 

existing IIW qualification as 

International Welding 

Practitioner (IWP) or higher. 

The applicant may proceed 

directly to the Welding 

Inspection Module at the 

relevant level. In this case, 

the applicant is not required 

to be subject to the Welding 

Technology examination at 

the relevant level. 

The applicant shall attend 

the Welding Inspection 

module at IWI-B. 

Key clarification 

The table distinguishes between the applicant’s entry background, any previous IIW qualification held, the 

required examinations and the modules or training that may be required or exempted for each Standard 

Route. 

 

 


